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OFFICE ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been 
timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 

1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 1 1/17/2005 has been entered. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-2, 4-14, and 16-28 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Claims 1-2, 4-14, 16-28 are presented for 
examination. In amendment, filed on 1 1/17/2005, claims 1, 4-1 1, 13, and 19-24 are currently 
amended, claims 3, 15 have been cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-14, and 16-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Keung et al. (hereinafter Keung), US 6,956,848, in view of Maeda, US 6,690,480. 

4. As per claim 1, Maeda teaches a communication apparatus for use in a communication 
network system including a computer network being able to transmit and receive an file (Keung, 
Col. 9, lines 5-15, voice data, numeric data, ASCII data, and the like), based on a network address 
(Keung, Col. 8, lines 63 - Col. 9, line 5), a first telephone network being able to transmit and 
receive said file based on selected one of a plurality of first telephone numbers (Keung, Col. 8, 
lines 45-53, speed dial means the user is selecting a particular phone number based on a sequence 
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of DTMF keys; the first telephone network is Fig 1, item 8 on the left side of the figure; Fig 2, 
item 130 and 140), a second telephone network being able to transmit and receive said file based 
on a selected one of a plurality of second telephone numbers (Keung, Col. 8, lines 45-53, speed 
dial means the user is selecting a particular phone number based on a sequence of DTMF keys; 
the second telephone network is Fig 1, item 8 on the right side of the figure; Fig 2, item 130 and 
140), a first address supplying device connected to said computer network being able to store the 
plurality of first telephone numbers and a first network address corresponding to each one of the 
first telephone numbers (Keung, Col. 8, line 60 - Col. 9, line 5, network address associated with 
the phone numbers are determined), and a second address supplying device connected to said 
computer network being able to store the plurality of second telephone numbers and a second 
network address corresponding to each one of the second telephone numbers (Keung, Col. 8, line 
60 - Col. 9, line 5, network address associated with the phone numbers are determined, where 
this determination occurs at every telephone network), comprising: 

an input section to input either of said selected first telephone number or said selected 
second telephone number to be provided to another communication apparatus to which said 
file is to be transmitted (Keung, Col. 8, lines 45-53), the selected first telephone number 
corresponding to said first telephone network and the selected second telephone number 
corresponding to said second telephone network (Keung, Col. 2, lines 30-45, where there is 
internal and external numbers corresponding to internal and external networks); 

a judging section to judge whether said telephone number input through said input 
section corresponds to said first telephone network or said second telephone network (Keung, 
Col. 3, lines 23-30); 

a number transmitting section to transmit said input telephone number, based on a 
judgment result by said judging section, to either of said first address supplying device if the 
input telephone number corresponds to said first telephone network, or to said second address 
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supplying device if the input telephone corresponds to said second telephone network (Keung, 
Col. 3, Hnes 25-45; Col. 5, lines 17-41; Col. 9, lines 25-30, calls get routed to internal or external 
numbers according to their phone numbers); 

an address receiving section to receive, in response to said input telephone number 
transmitted from said telephone number transmitting section, said network address transmitted 
from said first address supplying device or said second address supplying device corresponding to 
said telephone number (Keung, Col. 8, lines 60 - Col. 9, line 5; Col. 9, lines 25-30, where the 
packets with the IP address headers are sent to the receiver side); and 

a first transmitting section to transmit, based on said network address received by said 
address receiving section, said file to said another file communication apparatus through said 
computer network (Keung, Col. 8, lines 60 - Col. 9, line 5; Col. 9, lines 25-30; Col. 4, line 65 - 
Col. 5, line 7, where the message files are sent to the recipient side). 

Keung does not explicitly teach image communication apparatus communicating image 

files. 

Maeda teaches image communication apparatus communicating image files (Col. 4, lines 
42-51, where an Internet fax system is taught). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate teachings of Keung with Maeda because the combination would improve 
the capabilities of Keung by allowing for transmission of images files along with voice message 
files over the network (Maeda, Col. 1, lines 35-45). 

5. As per claim 2, Keung - Maeda disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 1 
above, including said judging section judges whether said input telephone number has been 
registered (Keung, Col. 3, lines 25-30; Col. 8, lines 48-50, judgment section check to see if the 
phone number is already stored within the system). 
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6. As per claim 4, Keung - Maeda disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 1 
above, including said image communication apparatus is provided with the correspondence 
functions of said first address supplying device and said second address supplying device as 
sections of said image communication apparatus (Maeda, Fig 3, it should be noted that Fig 3's 
fields are populated as per query to remote receivers. In one embodiment the receivers are 
remote fax machines, the local fax machine can fill table in Fig 3 in accordance with remote 
device capabihties. This is taught for example, in Col. 18, lines 15-35). 

9. As per claim 5, Keung - Maeda disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 1 
above, including a second image transmitting section to transmit the image to said another image 
communication apparatus through either of said first telephone network based on said selected 
first telephone number or said second telephone network based on said second telephone number 
(Maeda, Col. 18, lines 35-40; Keung, Col. 5, lines 15-40). 

10. As per claim 6, Keung - Maeda disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 5 
above, including a signal receiving section to receive, when said second image transmitting 
section transmits the image, using either of said selected first telephone number or said selected 
second telephone number, to said another image communication apparatus through either of said 
first telephone network based on said selected first telephone number or said second telephone 
network based on said selected second telephone number, a signal containing (Maeda, the signals 
are signals returned from the receiver side) a network address of said another communication 
apparatus (Maeda, Col. 18, lines 22-30, the internet address is transmitted by the remote computer 
and stored locally at the local computer if the remote device can support internet fax; Keung, Col. 
9, lines 1-10) provided to said image communication apparatus on a receiver side which is 
returned, in response to said transmitting of said image, from said another image communication 
apparatus and wherein said first image transmitting section is adapted to transmit a second image 
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contained in said signal received by said signal receiving section, based on said network address 
of said another image communication apparatus, to said another image communication apparatus 
through said computer network (Maeda, Col. 18, lines 15-40). 

11. As per claim 7, Keung - Maeda disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 6 
above, including a storage section to store correspondence between said input telephone number 
(Keung, Col. 8, lines 47-51), used by said second image transmitting section when said first 
image is transmitted and received through either of said first telephone network based on said 
selected first telephone number or said second telephone network based on said selected second 
telephone number (Maeda, Col. 1, lines 35-50; Keung, Col. 5, lines 23-40), and said network 
address of said another image communication apparatus received by said signal receiving section 
when said signal is received (Maeda, Fig 3; Col. 6, lines 20-30; Keung, Col. 9, lines 1-15). 

12. As per claim 8, Keung - Maeda disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 5 
above, including said second image transmitting section, transmits said image using either of said 
selected first telephone number or said selected second telephone number through one of said first 
and second telephone networks when said first transmitting section fails to transmit said image 
based on said network address through said computer network (Maeda, Fig 4; Col. 12, lines 30- 
40, lines 50-63, wherein the user designate an internet fax mode, however the receiver does not 
support Internet fax mode, hence the fax will be sent via regular telephone number; Keung, Col. 
3, lines 25-45). 

13. As per claim 9, Keung - Maeda disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 5 
above, including an operation section to designate, priority of transmission by said first image 
transmitting section through said computer network or transmission by said second image 
transmitting section through one of said first and second telephone networks (Maeda, Col. 12, 
lines 30-40, lines 50-60; see also Fig 1, item 3 and 4, wherein the fax can be transmitted either via 
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the internet or regular telephone network; Keung, Col. 3, lines 25-45). 

14. As per claim 10, Keung - Maeda disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 
9 above, including said operation section, when said first image transmitting section fails to 
transmit said image through said computer network, designates whether said image is to be 
transmitted by said second image transmitting section through one of said first and second 
telephone networks (Col. 12, lines 50-62; wherein the user designate an internet fax mode, 
however the receiver does not support internet fax mode, hence the fax will be sent via regular 
telephone number; Keung, Col. 3, lines 25-45). 

15. As per claim 1 1, Keung - Maeda disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 
1 above, including said first telephone network is an inside telephone network that is able to 
transmit and receive said image based on said selected first telephone number being said inside 
telephone number and said second telephone network is an outside telephone network that is able 
to transmit and receive said image based on said selected second telephone number being said 
outside telephone number and wherein said computer network is either of an intranet or the 
Internet that is able to transmit and receive said image based on said network address being an IP 
(Internet Protocol) address (Maeda, Fig 2-4; Col. 1, lines 35-41, wherein the Maeda is able to 
transmit internet faxes on the external network after receiving the internet address; Keung, Col. 3, 
lines 25-45). 

16. As per claim 12, Keung - Maeda disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 
1 above, including said number transmitting section transmits said input number through said 
computer network and said address receiving section receives said network address through said 
computer network (Maeda, Fig. 3; Col. 1, lines 35-45; Keung, Col. 9, lines 1-10). 

17. As per claim 13, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 1 above. 
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18. As per claim 14, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 2 above. 

19. As per claim 16, Keung - Maeda disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 
13 above, including said image communication system is provided with, as its function section, 
either of said first address supplying device or said second address supplying device (Maeda, Col. 
6, lines 22-40). 

20. As per claim 17, Keung - Maeda disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 
16 above, including said image communication apparatus further includes an operation section to 
designate either of said image communication apparatus having either of said first address 
supplying device or said second address supplying device as a device from which said network 
address is acquired (Maeda, Col. 6, lines 22-40, it should be noted that address supplying devices 
are receiving units so there are plurality of receiving devices resulting in at least two address 
supplying devices; Keung, Col. 9, lines 1-10). 

21. As per claim 18, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 12 above. 

22. As per claim 19, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 1 above. 

23. As per claim 20, Keung - Maeda disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 
19 above, including: 

second transmitting said image to said another image communication apparatus, based on 
said first telephone number, through a first telephone network and a second telephone network 
(Keung, Col. 5, lines 15-40; Col. 9, lines 1-15; Maeda, Col. 1, lines 35-50); and 

selectively performing either of said first transmitting and said second transmitting (Maeda, 
Col. 2, lines 30-42; Keung, Col. 5, lines 15-40). 
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24. As per claim 21, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 9 above. 

25. As per claim 22, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 10 above. 

26. As per claim 23, Keung - Maeda disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 
19 above, including 

receiving a signal which is to be received from said another image communication apparatus 
through either of said first telephone network or said second telephone network and which 
contains a computer address of said another image communication apparatus (Maeda, Col. 1, 
lines 35-45; Keung, Col. 9, lines 1-27); 

extracting a computer address of said another image communication apparatus from said 
received signal (Keung, Col. 8, line 63 - Col. 9, line 15); and 

wherein said first transmitting is used to transmit said image, based on said extracted 
computer address, through said computer network to said another image communication 
apparatus (Maeda, Col. 18, lines 15-40; Keung, Col. 9, lines 1-25). 

27. As per claim 24, the claims is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 1 
above, additionally, Keung teaches first address supplying device having a plurality of telephone 
numbers associated only with outside communications, and a second supplying device used in 
inside communication having a plurality of telephone numbers associated with only said inside 
communications (Keung, Col. 3, lines 25-45; Col. 9, lines 1-15). 

28. As per claim 25, Keung - Maeda disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 
24 above, including the first image communication apparatus and the second image 
communication apparatus each respond to an outside telephone number used for outside 
communication, an inside telephone number used for inside communication, and a network 
address (Maeda, see for example, table 3, where the outside phone numbers correspond to a 
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network address; Keung, Col. 3, lines 25-45). 

29. As per claims 26-27, the claims are rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 
1 above. 

30. As per claims 28, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claims 1 and 6 
above. 

Conclusion 

3 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The following patents and publications are cited to further show the state of the art 
with respect to "IMAGE COMMUNICATION APPARATUS IMAGE COMMUNICATION 
SYSTEM AND IMAGE COMMUNICATION METHOD". 



i. 


US 2003/0039237 


Forsolw 


ii. 


US 6584098 


Dutnall 


iii. 


US 6215790 


Voit et al. 


iv. 


US 6587684 


Hsu et al. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chad Zhong whose telephone number is (571)272-3946. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7: 15 to 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JAROENCHONWANTT, BUNJOB can be reached on (571)272-3913. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872- 
9306. 



Application/Control Number: 09/875,075 



Page 11 



Art Unit: 2152 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

CZ 

January 9, 2006 




